School Group Gallery Talks
The Clark’s collections connect with many areas of study for all ages and class levels. Gallery
talks can enhance student learning in general by helping students develop skills such as
observation, analysis, reasoning, and appreciating perspective and ambiguity. Gallery talks also
support specific areas of the curriculum; we tailor each gallery talk in collaboration with
classroom teachers. Our approach involves in-depth conversation around a few works of art rather
than a tour-like visit with many objects from our collection. Below are some popular themes that
enhance typical areas of study. We also offer themes to complement our special exhibitions.

Featured Gallery Talks
Featured Gallery Talk: Museums and the Clark
In this gallery talk, inspired by our special exhibition, An Eye for Excellence, children learn about
museums—what they are, what they can be, their place in a community, and the different jobs and
roles for people within a museum. The talk concentrates on art museums and the Clark in particular
as a case study. It includes a focus on Sterling and Francine Clark as real people; their collection and
their legacy; and the evolution of the museum since its founding. Younger classes explore what makes
a museum a museum and the community of people and works of art that inhabit it, while older
students focus on the kinds of decisions and judgement calls that are made within a museum.
Appropriate for grades K–9, through June 9, 2016

Featured Gallery Talk: Art and Human Nature
Many middle school curricula examine the questions ‘who am I?’, ‘who should I be?’, and ‘how can I
make a difference in the world?’ This gallery talk focuses on the dynamics of human nature and helps
students expand awareness of their own possibilities. The talk involves lively, collaborative
conversation, analyzing image as text for key topics and ideas, and raises more questions than it
answers. It can be tailored to meet particular curricular goals and can be adapted for high school
classes.
This talk is part of our Curating a Culture of Respect violence prevention project. Ask us about it!
Appropriate for grades 7–12, through June 9, 2016

Featured Gallery Talk: A Long, Slow Look
This gallery talk designed for high school students offers an opportunity to slow down and focus
attention in a singular way for a sustained period of time. We engage with one or two paintings with
the goal of concentrating deeply on visual experience, calling attention to precise details and
participating in a conversation about the shared experience. Students learn that sustained and openminded attention can offer increased understanding and appreciation of multiple perspectives. The
talk concludes with a discussion about “habits of attending” and the demands of the modern world.
Appropriate for grades 9–12, through June 9, 2016

Popular Themes
Exploring Art
Students will be introduced to a number of works in the collection and will learn how to think about
and talk about art in general. First-time visitors will be introduced to basic concepts such as
composition and subject matter, and will consider the dynamics of looking carefully. More
experienced students can focus on more advanced concepts such as how and why different artists
employ different materials and techniques or how an artist uses light. All students will consider how
the arts can enrich human understanding. Suitable for all grade levels.

Art and the Language Arts
Looking at works of art offers a wonderful opportunity to think about people—the artists, the subjects
in their pictures, their personal stories, and ourselves. Some works of art illustrate specific narratives,
while others may offer excellent starting points for students to create their own stories. Students at
any grade level can enjoy exploring different types of writing using works of art as a starting point.
Many of our works of art relate to mythology and the classics, and a talk can be tailored to enhance
this unit of study. Suitable for all grade levels.

Art and Society
Works of art reflect the period in which they were made. Their original social context can be used as
evidence of how people lived in different places and times—the Renaissance or Early America, for
example. The Clark’s collection relates to the study of many different cultures and historical periods.
In addition, younger grades can focus on more general themes such as families and communities and
diversity. For older students, a talk can be shaped to address issues of social justice such as slavery,
cultural elitism, and the status of women. Suitable for all grade levels.

French Art and Culture
Depending on their education level, students can discuss the works of art in French or in a mixture of
English and French with direction from a French-speaking educator. Talks usually focus on French
works from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and students will get a sense of France’s central
position in Western art at the time. Best suited for middle and high school grade levels.

