School Group Gallery Talks
The Clark’s outstanding collections of European and American paintings and sculpture
connect to many areas of study for all ages and class levels. Teachers can discuss their
interests with a Clark educator and book “tailor-made” gallery talks to fit with a particular
curriculum focus. Below are some popular themes that enhance typical areas of study.
We also offer themes to complement our special exhibitions.

Featured Gallery Talks
Landscape: A Sense of Place
This gallery talk explores a variety of different landscape paintings—real (topographical),
imagined, and symbolic. Students will learn about the intentions and approaches taken
by different artists and discuss how our surrounding environment and our point of view
can influence our feelings, thoughts, and sense of well-being. The talk concludes with a
visit to the special exhibition Monet | Kelly , examining how Monet’s later work—his
expressive landscapes—influenced and inspired American artist Ellsworth Kelly. This
talk is especially appropriate for language arts students who are studying setting or
context, or even studio arts or environmental science classes. Adaptable to any age
level. Available December 2, 2014 through February 13, 2015.

Popular Themes
Exploring Art
Students will be introduced to a number of works in the collection and will learn how to
think about and talk about art in general. First-time visitors will be introduced to basic
concepts such as composition and subject matter, and will consider the dynamics of
looking carefully. More experienced students can focus on more advanced concepts
such as how and why different artists employ different materials and techniques or how
an artist uses light. All students will consider how the arts can enrich human
understanding. Suitable for all grade levels.
Art and the Language Arts
Looking at works of art offers a wonderful opportunity to think about people—the artists,
the subjects in their pictures, their personal stories, and ourselves. Some works of art
illustrate specific narratives, while others may offer excellent starting points for students
to create their own stories. Students at any grade level can enjoy exploring different
types of writing using works of art as a starting point. Many of our works of art relate to
mythology and the classics, and a talk can be tailored to enhance this unit of study.
Suitable for all grade levels.

Art and Society
Works of art reflect the period in which they were made. Their original social context can
be used as evidence of how people lived in different places and times—the Renaissance
or Early America, for example. The Clark’s collection relates to the study of many
different cultures and historical periods. In addition, younger grades can focus on more
general themes such as families and communities and diversity. For older students, a
talk can be shaped to address issues of social justice such as slavery, cultural elitism,
and the status of women. Suitable for all grade levels.
French Art and Culture
Depending on their education level, students can discuss the works of art in French or in
a mixture of English and French with direction from a French-speaking educator. Talks
usually focus on French works from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and
students will get a sense of France’s central position in Western art at the time. Best
suited for middle and high school grade levels.

