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BOSTON

Aman of God needed help, along with a
woman who was taken hostage with
him. Rescuing them was ”not a

Democratic thing. It’s not a Republican thing.
It’s a Kingdom thing,”
said the Rev. Matthew
K. Thompson, after the
Rev. Michel Louis of
Dorchester and Lissa
Alphonse of Everett,
were released by their
Egyptian captor on
Monday. But in the
kingdom of Mass-
achusetts, it’s also a
power and glory thing.

First, there were joy-
ful prayers of thanksgiv-
ing. Then, there was
grappling over who,
besides the Creator,
should get credit for the
rescue.

That honor went to
Republican Senator
Scott Brown. “He made this happen,” said
Rev. Eugene F. Rivers III, who was with the
Louis family when Brown’s office called with
news that the captives were safe.

Rivers’s assessment did not sit well with
aides to U.S. Senator John F. Kerry, the chair-
man of the Foreign Relations Committee, who
had worked since Friday to get the Americans
released. The sly minister, who loves stirring
the political pot, especially on Brown’s behalf,
said he was contacted by Marie St. Fleur, a for-

mer state representative and longtime Kerry
supporter; she let him know “how upset the
Kerry people are.”

And upset they were. A source familiar with
Kerry’s role described Brown’s involvement as

minimal: a Brown staf-
fer was in touch with
the State Department’s
Operations Center over
the weekend, and on
Monday, the depart-
ment provided that
staffer with an e-mail
update.

According to a chron-
ology put together by
Kerry’s office, a son of
the kidnapped minister
called Kerry’s office on
Friday. Kerry’s team
worked on it over the
weekend. As part of the
effort to get the hostages
released, Kerry spoke
twice by phone with U.S.
Ambassador to Egypt

Anne Patterson and offered to meet with
Egyptian officials. Brown also reportedly spoke
once with Patterson.

On Monday, after the hostages were released,
Kerry also arranged a satellite phone call so rel-
atives in Massachusetts could speak directly
with their loved ones. That day, Kerry also
spoke with family members in Massachusetts.

For Kerry, waiting so long to make that call
to relatives was probably a mistake. Brown had
been talking to them since Friday, when the
hostages were taken. That’s when Thompson
and Rivers called Peter Flaherty, a Brown sen-
ior adviser. Flaherty then called Brown, who
quickly got in touch with family members and
gave them his cell phone number.

“I’m not saying Kerry didn’t do anything,”
said Rivers. “But they heard from Brown with-
in an hour. It’s not my fault Scott Brown gives
his cellphone number out.”

In recent weeks, Brown’s staff has been left
to walk their boss back from statements that
make him sound a little silly, such as his talk of
meeting with kings and queens and being
called “all the time” by Hillary Clinton. But in
the hostage case, Brown is not the one taking
credit; others are giving it to him. This saga
showcases Brown’s understanding of the
power of retail politics. Giving out his cell-
phone number was a personal touch that res-
onated with worried relatives.

For Brown and the hostages, there was a
happy ending. Praise the Lord and pass the
political ammunition.

Joan Vennochi writes for The Boston Globe.
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A                                            NEWSPAPER

Judging from Howie Carr’s over-
wrought “Princess and the Potholes”
column in Thursday’s Boston Herald

and the grumbling of a few Republicans, a
Big Dig-style project was undertaken in
Richmond to pave the way to Governor
Deval Patrick’s home for First Lady
Michelle Obama’s visit next month. The
inconvenient truth is that a mountain was
made of a pothole.

Mr. Carr asserted that “plenty of
dough” would be spent to fix the road,
but a phone call to the town of Richmond
by The Eagle’s Tony Dobrowolski
revealed that the repair work cost less
than a hundred dollars and took about 90
minutes to complete. Facts can take the
starch out of a righteous rant. The right-
wing Herald columnist may still be having
trouble accepting that the popular
Democratic governor was twice elected

handily and he stretched too far in pur-
suit of something with which to attack
Mr. Patrick.

Mr. Carr went on to express unhappi-
ness that Ms. Obama would be the guest at
a $20,000 a head Richmond fundraiser, as
if high-priced soirées are the exclusive
province of Democrats. Demonstrating
that keen big-city columnist wit, he
referred to the first lady as “Mooch-elle”
Obama, putting her in her place.

Evidently struggling to fill space, the
columnist went on to mock our own
Berkshire troubadour, James Taylor, for
agreeing to sing at a Colonial Theatre
fundraiser preceding Ms. Obama’s pot-
hole-free trip to the governor’s home. J.T.
has survived much worse. We suspect that
if Mr. Taylor was singing at a Mitt Romney
fundraiser Mr. Carr would be singing a dif-
ferent tune.

Columnist hits pothole

Hostage rescue politics
Joan Vennochi

For Kerry, waiting so long
to make that call to 
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Friday, when the hostages
were taken. That’s when
Thompson and Rivers
called Peter Flaherty, a
Brown senior adviser.

I must question your July 8
article about the myth of moun-
tain lions in the Berkshires.

Last summer, I sat in my
parked car behind a house on
Tree Farm Road in Stock-
bridge waiting for someone. I
sat quietly for about 10 min-
utes. Suddenly, a rather big
animal came out of the woods
from the direction of the road.
I sat in awe and made not a
sound. It walked all around the
back of the house, went up the
back stairs and then came back
down very close to the car.

I wasn’t sure what it was. It
had a cat face, walked like a
cat, was tan all over and
weighed about 40 to 50
pounds. I certainly got a good

look at it as it was unaware of
my presence. Unfortunately, I
didn’t have a camera with me.
It then went toward the front
of the house and walked away
out of sight.

When I got home I looked
up mountain lions on Google
and that is what it was. I
believe it was a juvenile as it
didn’t have the musculature of
an adult.

This May, I turned the page
of my Audubon calendar and
in a photo at the bottom of the
page was a mountain lion look-
ing exactly as I remembered it
going down the stairs.

That was no myth.
ELAINE STEINERT

Lenox

Mountain lions are no county myth

It’s ironic that the Dalton
Lions Club is ignoring the rec-
ommendations of its own
headquarters, Lions Club
International, which more than
a decade ago discouraged indi-
vidual clubs from holding ani-
mal-based circuses as fundrais-
ers due to public safety and
animal welfare concerns.

It should be obvious that cir-
cus trainers are not going to
beat elephants with bullhooks
in front of the public. The
club’s PR spokesman (letter,
July 19) made many inaccurate
statements about PETA (for
example, nearly all of us share
our lives with our rescued com-
panion animals), but you don’t

have to take PETA’s word for
it, Kelly Miller Circus has a
well-documented history of
appalling animal care.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has cited
Kelly Miller for failure to pro-
vide veterinary care to an ele-
phant for a painful, oozing
wound that pierced her ear and
did not provide care to an ele-
phant with a long, deep crack
in her toenail, even though
foot problems are the leading
cause for euthanasia in captive
elephants. The circus has been
cited for keeping a solitary
chimpanzee in a 5-foot-by-4-
foot-by-6-foot cage with no
enrichment in 95 degree
weather. When three bears
were found emaciated and
dehydrated with bloody paws
from pacing across fiberglass
flooring, their trainer was
charged with a felony count of
cruelty to animals and four
misdemeanors. The list goes
on and on.

If the Dalton Lions Club
wants to be viewed as an ethi-
cal organization, it must recog-
nize that beating animals and
hauling them around in tractor
trailers to raise money is
wrong.

JENNIFER O’CONNOR
Norfolk, Va.

The writer is a staff writer, PETA
Foundation.

Circus is wrong way to raise funds

A recent Eagle article
reported how cantaloupe mel-
ons had returned to the
Denver King Soopers market
having been off the market for
a year as the result of a food-
borne illness. What interested
me was the price of 69 cents.
The day before the article I
had bought a cantaloup at the
North Adams Stop and Shop
for $2.99 after receiving a $1
discount by using my savings
card. That’s a difference of
$2.30 or 333 percent.

ROBERT W. HADDEN
Williamstown

Cantaloupe prices

With regard to the Share the
Bounty article of July 18, the
People’s Pantry would like to
note that Carol Purcell is pres-
ident of the Board of Directors
and I am executive director.
Our Pantry is open Thursday
mornings and serves South
Berkshire County.

ROSEMARY CARPENITE
South Egremont

Pantry leadership

In response to Linda Kaye-
Moses’ editorial page column
July 14 about Jeffrey Borak’s
review of “Fiddler on the
Roof,” I agree that everyone is
entitled to an opinion spoken
openly in our democracy.
However, while reading that
review, I kept thinking “that’s
nasty,” over and over. It struck
me as a personal attack on one
actor, rather than a review of a
performance, which I attended
that same day. I don’t recall
ever reading a review that used
such vitriolic language directed
at one performer.

That was my objection to the
review, not the fact that he was
certainly within his right to
voice and professional a per-
sonal opinion.

JUDY KESHNER
Becket

Tone was issue,
not the opinion

LENOX

The question was asked
“Would they come to
rural Berkshires?”

Miss Gertrude Robinson
Smith, she of energetic mind
and expansive imagination,
and the Berkshire Symphonic
Festival Committee, which she
headed, soon learned their
answer. It came August 1935
with the finale of the BSF’s
second season. A round of cau-
tious congratulations followed.
The set of three concerts had
attracted 9,000 listeners, nearly
double that of the 1934 season
of the same length. But this
committee of experienced
doers knew that adjustments
were in order; some deviations
needed fixing.

The concert seasons, per-
formed at Hanna’s Horse Ring
in Interlaken (much later the
site of the Desisto School)
were seemingly successful.
They were planned, they were
timely, and had chutzpah —
the nerve needed to weave the
intricate fabric they visualized.
It was a delicate fabric framed
with Salzburg as its template.

Robinson Smith was on
record that “it is high time that
America had its own Salz-
burg.” The birthplace of
Mozart, Salzburg, since 1920,
had been the world’s standard
for summer music festivals.
Salzburg’s quality was what
Smith and the BSF committee
wanted for its festival. “Are we
there yet?”, was her question
spurring a review. The result
was a case study in the prof-
itable use of time as they pin-
pointed deviations from the
Salzburg standard.

Although the concerts were
performed by members of the
New York Philharmonic-Sym-
phony Orchestra and other
orchestras, led by Henry
Hadley, the BSF committee
was uneasy. Murmuring was

heard against Hadley’s selec-
tion of such numbers as isolat-
ed movements from sym-
phonies. Had the maestro
underestimated the sophistica-
tion of the listeners? Add-
itionally, the committee per-
ceived the orchestra as a pick-
up group not fitting the mold of
an American Salzburg. When
Hadley’s ill health led him to
relinquish the conductorship,
the committee began looking
for a permanent orchestra of
the highest distinction.

Word went out, the search
was on and soon over. The
Boston Symphony Orchestra’s
manager, George E. Judd, was
contacted. With Gertrude
Robinson Smith’s letter (Oct-
ober 17, 1936), the news was
out that the BSO would be
coming to the Berkshires for
the 1936 festival. With the
orchestra came Russian born
Serge Koussevitzky, the BSO’s
conductor who had recently
gained his coveted American
citizenship.

n
The BSO made its Berkshires

debut at Holmwood, the
Vanderbilt Estate (today the
Ponds at Foxhollow, Lenox), per-
forming a series of three August
concerts. About 15,000 were
attracted to symphonic music
played in an oversized tent. The
festival was gaining prominence
as a national musical event. And
the rural Berkshires was on the
cusp of becoming a haven for the
arts during the Great Depression
and the looming threat of World
War II.

Although durability was
ensured by an orchestra they
could call their own, the BSF
continued living the unease of
a nomadic existence of con-
certs in tents. Such a challeng-
ing venue meant living a nail
biting life. The vagaries of an
often cranky Mother Nature
was the cause. Rain, rain go
away was not a realistic
mantra.

Olin Downes, the New York
Times music critic, weighed in
on the subject. In a September
25, 1936 letter to Gertrude
Robinson Smith, he wrote, “I
agree with Dr. Koussevitzky
that an auditorium is absolute-
ly essential for the best inter-
ests of the festival. It is the only
practical measure which can
insure the concerts ... regard-
less of the conditions of the
weather.”

Elsewhere events were
unfolding that would ultimate-
ly bring security to a festival
with of a “home of our own.”

Mark A. DeWolfe Howe, a
long-standing friend of Kous-
sevitzky, sets the scene in his
“The Tale of Tanglewood.”
DeWolfe reported that after a
concert at Symphony Hall in
Boston, Mrs. Gorham Brooks
confided to a friend: “As I sat
listening to the Symphony con-
cert this afternoon , I began to
think about the festival. And
suddenly an idea came to my
head. ‘Why shouldn’t I give
Tanglewood to the Boston
Symphony?’”

She answered her own ques-
tion in autumn of 1936, joining
her aunt, Miss Mary Aspinall
Tappan, in donating Tangle-
wood, their country place in
the Berkshires, to the Boston
Symphony Orchestra.

A serendipitous act, perhaps,
but certainly an aha moment.

Bob Rosenblatt has been a full-time
Tanglewood usher since 1972.

Building America’s Salzburg
Bob Rosenblatt

Salzburg’s quality
was what Smith

and the BSF
committee wanted

for the festival. 


